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Toward Understanding Academic Systems of Knowledge:  Consider ERVING GOFFMAN, 20th century social scientist and model of interdisciplinary influence
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Erving Goffman was one of the twentieth century's most prominent social scientists. He made his mark in a scant 60-year life span.  During a time when much social science used either experimental or survey research methodology, Goffman chose to focus on the nature of social order as it manifested itself in everyday life and particular social situations. His work was very well received and influential during his lifetime, and has remained foundational to much contemporary work.  This presentation reflects on some of his major contributions, and, in particular, points to some aspects of his work that may shed light on its interdisciplinary influence, and its continuing relevance in the twenty-first century.  A version of this presentation was given at the George Stocking Symposium on the History of Anthropology at the 2011 annual meetings of the American Anthropological Association in Montreal. 














Marilyn Merritt is a former Diplomacy Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and has been affiliated with the Department of Anthropology at George Washington University since 1998.  After studying Anthropology at Northwestern University and Washington University in St. Louis, she earned her PhD in Linguistics at the University of Pennsylvania, where she met and studied with Erving Goffman, who was a mentor for her dissertation on "service encounters."  The dissertation built directly on Goffman's concept of "encounter" and combined it with early approaches to discourse analysis within linguistics and ethnography of communication within anthropology.  Since then she has taught at several universities, carried out educational and sociolinguistic research, and participated in international development, having lived twelve post-doctoral years outside the United States.  As a senior scholar she has recently contributed various reflections on the fields in which she has participated.



































