
The George Washington University


University Seminar on Reflexive Systems


Wednesday, September 18, 2013 from 10:00am – 12:00pm


Funger Hall, Room 451


2201 G Street NW





Experiments with Social Network Analysis and Ancient History: 


The cases of Pericles and Alexander the Great





By Diane Harris Cline


drcline@� HYPERLINK "mailto:drcline@gwu.edu" ��gwu�.edu





This presentation begins with an overview of social network analysis and its applications in diverse fields such as law enforcement, intelligence, sociology, organizational development, and how it is being adapted for use in the humanities and social sciences. Using examples from the fifth and fourth centuries BC, we will look at patterns of social interaction that cannot be seen by reading the extant narratives and biographies in a linear form. Data visualization afforded by the program NodeXL enables holistic understandings and opens up new ways of interpreting ancient history. Pericles and Alexander are the two best known and documented figures from Classical Greece. The ancient sources are sufficiently preserved to chart the relationships of these men with their respective communities, including their childhood friends and tutors, mentors, and peers through to their political allies, rivals, and battlefield foes, along with their families, wives, and close friends. These multiplex networks provide fertile ground for the exploration of social network analysis for ancient history. Additionally, Diane will share results of her SNA analyses of the GWU faculty as she develops recommendations to weave a faculty network to enhance innovation through cross-disciplinary collaboration at GWU. The NodeXL program is the creation of Ben Shneiderman, Derek Hansen, and Mark Smith; Ben has spoken to this USCS in the past. 


Diane Harris Cline Diane Cline has just joined the faculty at GWU as an Associate Professor in the History Department and is working in the Provost’s office with VP Steve Ehrmann in the Teaching and Learning Collaborative. She has been a Visiting Associate Professor in Classics 2001-2003 and a Professorial Lecturer from time to time before taking on the duties of directing a program called UC Forward at the University of Cincinnati, focused on team-teaching interdisciplinary studios on wicked problems, leaving that post in June 2013. She returns to GWU to develop ideas for the interdisciplinary pillar of the new GWU strategic plan in the Provost’s office (“Innovation through Cross-disciplinary Innovation”), inventorying our strengths, identifying clusters of self-organized faculty who already collaborate, and building a social intentional network to support innovative, collaborative interdisciplinary programs across campus.  Diane has a BA from Stanford and Ph.D. from Princeton University, and has held tenure in History at CSU Fresno, and Classics at the University of Cincinnati. Diane left academia after 9/11 to serve as an intelligence analyst at the NSA, working on difficult national security challenges, earning four team awards from the Director of National Intelligence and winning the National Cryptologic Literature Award for 2005. In 2008 she resumed teaching Classics courses as a Professorial Lecturer at GWU and left the Agency to become a small business owner and entrepreneur. Her consultancy worked with organizational development consultants and facilitators in helping associations, businesses, and government agencies with their strategic planning. Her current Classics research focus is the application of social network analysis to the study of Ancient History. 











