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Abstract

Today, the Bertalanffy Center for the Study of Systems Science (BCSSS) is an Austrian
independent research institute, internationally acknowledged as an ambassador for the
systems science heritage and present state-of-the-art applied systems research. The
presentation will highlight the story of a ten years journey that led to this current progress of
BCSSS as one independent institution in the context of the economic and political
developments in Europe and the strained interplay of academic and practice paradigms.

Today, the BCSSS is dedicated to advancing systems concepts and approaches and to
applying them to real world challenges through
• executing and supporting research projects towards systemic innovative solutions for
Sustainable Development.
• supporting the next generation of systems researchers with scholarships and awards.
• executing and supporting international scientific forums like the European Meetings
on Cybernetics and Systems Research (EMCSR) to foster global networks between
researchers and practitioners.
• disseminating systems knowledge by executing and supporting lectures, workshops
and publications.
• administrating the archive of Ludwig von Bertalanffy and other collections as well as
opening the heritage to the public.

The presentation will emphasize the importance of our shared scientific systems and
cybernetics heritage, which is nowadays actively requested by many groups in society. To
effectively contribute to present design and future practice challenges in the context of a
sustainable development and the interdependent social transformations, we need to enhance
our shared heritage. 

Thus, the BCSSS invites the IASCYS and other representative organizations in the field to
revive and strengthen the impact of systems science and research in practice, to collaborate
on and to actively contribute to

! the Ludwig von Bertalanffy & Cybernetics and Systems Archive

! the International Encyclopedia of Systems and Cybernetics 

! the development of contemporary systems & data science epistemologies 

! the development of current educational modules and curricula



The presentation will furthermore address the need and invitation to collaborate in a systems
research peak body, which the International Federation for Systems Research (IFSR) may
become. The BCSSS hosts and supports the IFSR now, because we believe in the ideal of a
systems movement, as once envisioned by Ludwig von Bertalanffy and others. Policy
developments in the domains of technology and engineering, design, economics, social
transformation and environment, as well as public service innovation are creating a strong
demand for understanding and addressing cross sectoral, multi-stakeholder, transdisciplinary
complex challenges. 

The BCSSS has already developed relations with international research organizations and
European as well as international policy organizations (European Environmental Bureau,
European Economic and Social Committee, European Commission, OECD, UN). We are
collaborating with the International Council on Systems Engineering on policies development
and the development of their body of knowledge for the advancement of systems
engineering (e.g. curricula). We have always been connecting our efforts with other systems
organizations in the field. These challenges need collaboration and we as systems scientists
and researchers should be able to lead by example and overcome disciplinary or domain
dependent silos, created by the history of knowledge development and diverse power
games. If we are able to unite, we are able to contribute to the societal questions that are
raised today, we are able to collaborate on policy, technology and social developments.
Together we are able to contribute as humans to humanity, which our founders envisioned
as a present-future prospect that we should not miss out on.
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