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How I Found Gaia: Systems Theory and the Development of Gaia Discourse
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I will begin by retracing the path that led me to Gaia-- a simultaneous exposure to neocybernetic systems theory on the one hand, and the work of the American evolutionary thinker Lynn Margulis on the other, in particular, in its connection with the Gaia hypothesis first formulated by the British scientist James Lovelock. As cybernetics has mutated and diverged over the decades, so have the descriptions of Gaia as a system. Lovelock and Margulis’s seminal writings were also the first to bring multiple lines of systems discourses and theories to bear on the Gaia concept. Margulis’s Gaia discourse in particular develops a systems theory of “autopoietic Gaia” and articulates an intellectual style of “Gaian thought,” an pragmatic ethics for planetary citizenship. 
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