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Systems Literacy is a coordinated ongoing action to create a greater awareness and understanding about “Systems” in our lives, in the world, nature, society, science and art, schools and universities and engineering and beyond and with that awareness and understanding an ability to make informed decisions and communicate using systems approaches. This Systems Literacy initiative builds on previous “literacy” work facilitated and/or contributed to by the College of Exploration and by many other Literacy projects combined with the many “systems” education programs around the world. These range across many disciplines and many related topics, including cybernetics, complexity, complex adaptive systems, systems thinking, network literacy and network thinking, pattern literacy, developments in neurosciences and many others.
The College of Exploration has specifically worked to varying degrees on Geography, Ocean, Earth Science, Atmospheric Science, and Energy literacy actions, guides, websites and projects since 1998.  The foundation of this work and initial condition are these natural systems of water, earth, air, and energy and biolog
ical life, including us!  These
 
geoscience
 and energy literacy publications have been created since 2002.  The College of Exploration efforts and the associated guides are possible models for systems literacy. A collection of worldwide literacy efforts that we can consider is collected at 
http://www.coexploration.org/literacy
  In 1997 a guide to  Biological Literacy was published.  Climate Literacy will also be considered. 
https://www.climate.gov/teaching/essential-principles-climate-literacy/essential-principles-climate-literacy
  Another important literacy consideration is Forest Literacy from Oregon Forest Resear
ch Institute. Network Literacy 
was 
modelled
 on the work of Ocean Literacy and has been translated into 19 different languages.  The USA Next Generation Science and Engineering Standards Cross Cutting Concepts will inform this work.  Also an important consideration is the recent work of the USA National Academies on Science Literacy.  See 
http://www.systemsliteracy.net
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