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Modern societies are exposed to numerous natural and man-made hazards, and governments are keenly motivated to reduce the resulting harm to the lowest practical levels.  Science and technology are among the most effective tools that governments have at their disposal, and thus there is a clear incentive to design science policies so that they maximize both the creation of knowledge and the use of that knowledge to protect individual citizens and society as a whole.  In every hazard category (for example, floods, earthquakes, epidemics, chemical spills, releases of nuclear radiation, industrial and transportation accidents, and unsafe lifestyle choices) there is a long history of applying science and technology to reduce the likelihood of harm, and to mitigate the consequences of incidents that do occur.  To date, however, S&T applications for enhanced safety have usually been pursued primarily within single isolated S&T domains, and have not had to take into account the societal (sociological or psychological, i.e., human) dimensions of the technology and its applications. Only recently have the social and behavioral sciences begun to play a greater role. Advanced S&T-based solutions – where the human element is an integral part of the system whose overall safety must be enhanced – are becoming increasingly important and were the subject of an OECD Global Science Forum workshop.











Policy makers have the difficult task of handling complex societal problems -- local problems, state problems and problems that go beyond state boundaries, global problems like climate change, the credit crisis and illegal immigrants. For these kinds of complicated problems policy makers need the support of scientists who have developed ways to analyze and manage these problems based on a tested method. The Compram methodology is such a method for supporting policy makers in their attempts to handle complex societal problems.





The Compram methodology is based on the idea that societal problems require the cooperation of technical experts, policy makers and stakeholders. Group interactions are structured and guided by a facilitator in a six step process. Multidisciplinary experts, stakeholders and policymakers discuss the content and possible solutions based on a simulation model of the problem that uses human players. The method emphasizes facilitating the exchange of knowledge and communicating among the experts, stakeholders and politicians. Knowledge, power and emotions are the basic elements in handing complex societal problems. The Compram methodology is a prescriptive framework which can incorporate all kinds of other methods. The Compram method has been used as the basis for handling over sixty real life cases in the field of societal policy making and in dealing with complex societal problems in several countries. OECD advised using the Compram method in July 2006 to handle complex societal issues. The ‘Final consensus report’ is published in 
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