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By Yiannis Laouris





"Reinventing Democracy in the Digital Era" is the title of a global project supported by the UN Democracy Fund and the Digital Futures Task Force of the European Commission. For more about the project and the organization that Yiannis Laouris chairs, visit the following sites:


•  �HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWRW2sSqVGU"��www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWRW2sSqVGU�


•  �HYPERLINK "http://reinventdemocracy.info/w"��http://reinventdemocracy.info/w�


•  � HYPERLINK "http://www.futureworlds.eu/" ��http://www.futureworlds.eu�


In the presentation, Dr. Laouris will promote the thesis that we have reached the limits of representative democracy, as we know it. While technology has changed every aspect of our lives, it has not yet been sufficiently used to support citizen engagement authentically in political decisions and governance. The project is grounded on the principles of third-phase science and the science of dialogic design. It aspires to engage thousands of young people, from across all continents, to collectively develop a shared vision and a framework of new and innovative systems of governance that leverage what the digital era has to offer.


The Methodology of Structured Democratic Dialogue supports participants in identifying the root causes of why youth abstain from basic democratic processes. It also supports them in proposing actions to address the key root causes identified and design socio-technological solutions.


The overall objective is to empower young participants to take action and implement their own ideas and solutions (at least as “proof of concept”) 





that demonstrate how innovative solutions can utilize the broad range of ICT tools to facilitate authentic citizen participation in decision making. Innovative socio-technical solutions should address challenges of political corruption, lack of accountability, the negative roles of media and large corporations etc., and other negative facets of today’s systems of governance.


A manifesto, jointly drafted, will be used to engage the media, national and international policy makers as well as academic and political actors and stimulate a societal dialogue. 


This action research project is a large-scale implementation of the science of dialogic design and offers an opportunity to test the principles of third-phase science, as well as other facets of systems sciences and cybernetics. Dr. Laouris would also like to engage the audience to a continuing dialogue that could lead to new collaborative projects. The project can serve as a large-scale experimental arena to test new concepts.





Yiannis Laouris is a social and business entrepreneur, chair of Future Worlds Center, Secretary General of the Cyprus Society for Systemic Studies, and Board Member of the Institute for 21st Century Agoras. He leads a global project "Re-inventing democracy in the digital era," funded by both the Digital Futures Task Force of the European Commission and the UN Democracy Fund. He is one of the 12 experts who co-authored the Onlife Manifesto on behalf of the European Commission, which investigates how the deployment of information and communication technologies and their uptake by society affects radically the human condition. He pioneers in the application of the Structured Dialogic Design process (SDD) in the Cyprus and the Middle East peace movements and in many pan-European and global networks supporting stakeholders to design their own ideal futures. His work has been published in books and scientific papers and honored with numerous awards. He now develops systems to enable scaling up the SDD process to engage asynchronously thousands in meaningful dialogue, thus accelerating positive social change.














