
Executive Summary 

Key Dataset Facts 

Dataset Name: Integrated Post-secondary Education Data System (IPEDS) 

Publisher: U.S. Department of Education 

Website: https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data/download-access-database 

Unit of Analysis: Credential Issuer & Credential 

Quality Metrics 

Metric Rating Summary Explanation 
Non-response Excellent Missing data is rare. Institutions must report data to maintain 

eligibility for federal student aid programs.   
Coverage Good Covers all for-credit certificates issued by institutions that 

choose to participate in federal student aid programs. Known 
weaknesses include the exclusion of non-credit (though 
proposals exist to expand non-credit data collection) and the 
limited number of post-secondary institutions that do not 
participate in federal aid programs.  

Granularity Excellent Most data fields are detailed, including highly specific 
Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) codes. 

Consistency N/A No basis for comparison to other datasets. 
Timeliness Good Updated on an annual basis. Published data on the 

Department of Education’s website should be no more than a 
year old. 

Integrity Good It is theoretically possible that institutions may attempt to 
skew reporting in their own favor. However, given the legal 
implications of falsifying data, it is unlikely that this is a 
significant threat to the data’s integrity. 

Accessibility Good Comprehensive microdata can easily be downloaded free of 
charge. Some researchers have reported difficulty in working 
with Microsoft Access files.  

Interoperability Excellent CIP and institution codes in IPEDS can be linked to other 
datasets where an educational institution can be positively 
identified. For example, IPEDS could be used to enrich PSEO 
data with information on an institution’s resources, student to 
faculty ratio, tuition price, and so on. 

Suitability for 
Longitudinal Research 

Good Archived annual IPEDS files can be downloaded. However, one 
may need to do some data cleaning and analysis to create 
custom data files containing data points from multiple 
reporting years.  

Overall 
Recommendation 

Excellent This is a great data source for learning about the overall 
landscape of higher education in the United States. While it 
does not contain data on all credentials, it can be used to 
enrich other datasets. 

 

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data/download-access-database


Relevance to Use Cases 

Use Case Rating Summary Explanation 
Analyze the Overall 
Prevalence of NDCs 

Good IPEDS data can be used to estimate the overall number of 
individuals across the United States enrolled in and graduating 
from specific degree and certificate programs.   

Identify Which NDCs are 
Associated with Highest 
Earnings 

Fair While not usable for this purpose in and of itself, IPEDS can 
potentially be linked to other datasets with earnings data at the 
institution level (i.e., PSEO). 

Identify Patterns of 
Inequality in NDC 
Attainment 

Good Data on student demographics can be used to identify whether 
particular races, ethnicities, or genders complete for-credit 
credentials at different rates.   

Enrichment of NTEWS 
Microdata 

Excellent IPEDS can be used to import rich data on the educational 
institutions reported by survey respondents.  

 

 


