
New Archimedean Point for Intelligence and Foreign Policy - 
Reflexivity, Complexity & Culture 

 
Lowell F. Christy Jr. Ph.D. 
Cultural Strategies Institute 

 
There is an epistemological (science of knowing) revolution brewing in the worlds of 
intelligence and foreign policy. Paradigms of the past of what constitutes intelligence and how 
we perceive and interact with the "Other." are now counter productive. A new breed of "warriors 
of the mind" are basing change on a new relationship between epistemology and ecology. Instead 
of the touch stones of truth based on being outside the system (God, Form, Reason, Science), 
intelligence is now being redefined as fields of self organizing, information processing 
organisms/organizations. What will the new intelligence and foreign policy look like? 
 
An Archimedean point (Punctum Archimedis") is a hypothetical perspective from which an 
observer can objectively perceive the subject of inquiry, with a view to the totality. The method 
of "removing oneself" from the object of study so that one can see it in relations to all other 
things has characterized Western thought from the Greeks, Medieval Europe, Western 
Enlightenment right up to the ways our intelligence agencies and foreign policy is conducted. 
 
The expression comes from Archimedes, who claimed that he could lift the Earth off its 
foundation if he were given a place to stand, one solid point, and a long enough lever. The 
talk/paper criticizes that there could be a fixed point from which we form the totality of meaning. 
If there is no fixed point (God, The Word, Truth or fixed perspective of Sciences Observer), how 
do we know? 
 
The talk/paper will expose the narrow epistemological foundations of current embodiments for 
Intelligence and Foreign Policy that results in Intelligence Failure, Blowback and Policy 
Missteps. Through the lens of the seven "sins" of omission or commission underlying current 
institutionalized concepts of art and craft of intelligence and formation of foreign policy, the 
paper will propose HOW reflexivity, complexity and culture can overcome our epistemic 
malaise. 
 
The structure of the argument is based on case studies of METHODS for the use of mind 
resulting in a proposed TOOL KIT for establishing SUPPLY CHAINS of data, information, 
knowledge & wisdom (DIKW) that could rise to the mantle of "intelligence." 
 
The seven sins of omission and commission are: 
1) Looking at the world as things, not relationships. Things can be seen. Things can be counted. 
Things can be manipulated. Relationships are invisible. Relationships can rarely be quantified. 
Relationships can be designed. 
2) There are few "secrets" in the world of complex, emergent systems. Today secrets are right in 
front of us but we do not know how to see, interpretive and intervene. It is not getting behind the 
"Iron Curtain," it is to see through the threads of the cultural fabric and understand how the 
informational/narrative knots are tied and can be untied, if necessary. 



3) Kinetic action, leadership decapitation, wars all create vacuums. Nature and human societies 
do not allow vacuums to exist long without it being filled and fed by potential evil doers and 
better story tellers. The cultural information processing creating narrative structures and the 
unique cultural IMAGE acts a living organisms and respond, provide feedback and 
evolve even under pressure of violence. In Iraq on the night of Shock and Awe the universal 
ground truth on people's tongues was Allah Ackbar "Allah is greater than this." This statement 
made our superior force irrelevant to narratives of oppressors and outsiders requiring the ultimate 
sacrifice through suicide bombers and IEDs. 
4) Simplistic models of intelligence can only control simplicity systems. Complex models of 
intelligence are required to regulate human systems. The systems Law of Requisite Variety states 
that the regulatory system must be as complex as that which it regulates. Control of a system is a 
nice myth, the issues all relate to regulation, governance and navigation. 
5) Psychological, individualistic bias channels intelligence through our culture and is 
dysfunctional in community based identity cultures. Seeing the world through the lens of 
oversized personalities may make for a great issue of "Psychology Today" but makes for bad 
policy and even worse intelligence. The behavioral levers used by the PsyOps people may be 
able to play on people's fears in how to "break" a person, push the buttons of chaos to bring 
down governments/people but do not have the tools and minds "For all the Kings horses and all 
the Kings men to put .......... back together again." CIA cultural teams know how to deter, disrupt 
and destroy but do not have the intelligence models and understanding of change to build and 
empower 
6) Externally imposed change - Power: Classic view of military, economic and political power as 
effective when the lessons of the post 2000 world is that cultures have been weaponized through 
effective techniques of terrorism, narcotics sub cultures and over professionalization of financial 
systems. How does a weaponized culture form? How do you defuse weaponized cultures? How 
to you empower through information, intelligence and innovation the stabilizing subsystems of a 
culture? There is a difference between "Power" and 'Empower." It is the difference between one 
way linear concepts of humans and society and the feedback loops of information processing 
integral to all living systems. 
7) Externally imposed change - Values: Classic values based change and intervention assumes a 
blank tablet or Tabla Raza upon which to write its view of the world. A colonization of the 
"others" mind is a simplistic view of change where the Law of Unintended Consequences 
becomes operational through lack of knowledge of the dynamics of the system and the Eco 
dynamics of our ideas/actions, their ideas/action. Information must be generated by the dialogue 
between outsider (emic) and inside (etic) observations. The information needed is generally right 
in front of an observer not tainted by purpose, objective, mission nor good intentions which are 
one-dimensional and linear. Unintended consequences of good intentions arise when we "kick 
the can down the road syndrome of Good Intentions." 


